withstands the shocks of earthquakes
better than a solid dome, and secondly,
rapid variation in temperature will not
crack the inside plaster decoration. Ac-
cording to an old chronicler the original
dome from outside was covered so heavily
with gold that it was impossible to keep
the eye fixed upon it. The dome is slight-
ly curved at the base, and nowadays its
outside is covered with lead and the inside
with stucco decoration, gilded and painted.
The internal decoration of the dome lit
by coloured lights from the windows of
the drum, is an enchanting sight, and
stands in contrast to the solid repose so
characteristic of the structure from out-
side.

0The Mosque suffered
again from earthquakes in 1016 A.D. and
1034 A.D. when Abdulla ibn Tahir's porch
fell damaging the walls of the Haram and
the Dome. Zahir the Khalifa of Egypt
had it restored in 1035 A.D. by Abdulla, an
architect from Cairo, who reduced the num-
ber of doors to five, making the structure
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